
Gurumba Bigi & Welcome

I would like to acknowledge and pay my 
deep respects to the First Nations 

custodians of the unceded lands we are all 
meeting on and from today across Qld and 

Australia.

This includes the Ugarapul Peoples, here 
on the edge of the beautiful Scenic Rim in 

Southern Qld.

To Elders, past, present, and emerging -
thank you for your generosity, spirit, and 

teaching; and to our First Nations 
colleagues and partners, may we work 
together in unity to create a world that 

supports all people to flourish.

A warm welcome and big thank you to all 
for being here and prioritising our children 

and young people.

Rocky Point pre-schoolers @ Myrtle Mountain, ABC News

https://youtu.be/Uq9AeFxQ4ws?si=B1Imah8PGJF6lsr0


Thriving Kids in Disasters | Words into Practice WEBINAR 1

Thriving Queensland Kids Partnership

Friday 20th September 2024, 11:00-12:15 
Please join the first Thriving Kids in Disasters - ‘Words into Practice’ Webinar. 

Guest practitioners are:

  Canice Curtis, from Wesley Mission QLD Mental Health Services – a senior mental health practice lead working 

with young people on a climate change and mental health initiative across Qld

Briony Towers, from Leadrrr – a child-centred disaster risk reduction specialist working with Harkaway Primary and other 
schools across Australia to enable students' genuine participation in learning and action.

Look out for Webinar details in your 
inbox in the coming weeks.

For more information, please contact 
anita.egginton@aracy.org.au 

This Webinar is one of many 
disaster-related information sharing 

and learning opportunities in the 
month of September.

The National Indigenous Disaster 
Resilience Gathering is being held 
in Lismore in the week after this 

Webinar.

Briony is speaking at the 
AFAC/AIDR conference in Sydney at 
the start of the month, so if you’re 
there, go join her, Emerging Minds, 
and other presenters interested in 

supporting kids in disasters!

Thriving Kids in Disasters is funded by The John Villiers Trust.

mailto:anita.egginton@aracy.org.au


Supporting kids concerns, capabilities, 

and actions around climate resilience and 

disaster risk reduction

• We’ve chosen this topic as it reflects the big picture facing kids. 

• To quote UNICEF, climate change is changing childhood. 

• A range of factors come together to result in kids’ disproportionate 

risks when it comes to natural hazards, disasters and emergencies. 

• Because their body-brains are developing so intensively, and 

because developmental environments are so influential on their 

outcomes, hazards, disasters, and emergencies are a critical 

concern. 

• Risks are higher for kids already living with hardships, including those 

in high-risk locations.

• As the most disaster-prone state/territory in Australia, we need to give 

kids our attention and work together with them and their caregivers to 

support their wellbeing and resilience across the interconnected 

phases of PPRR. 

• Resilience is considered an important way to mitigate the impacts of 

hardships in a child’s life including disasters and emergencies.

Did you know that every LGA in Qld 
was activated under the QDMA 
between 2021 and 2023?



Thriving Kids in 
Disasters project
Phase 1 funded by JVT to bring people together and 
create an evidence base, with shared principles and 
recommendations.

Phase 2 funded by JVT to start actioning those 
recommendations:
✓ Briefings and presentations
✓ A Leadership Alliance focused on developing fundable 

propositions
✓ A series of engagements with children and young 

people across the state
✓ Providing practice-focused supports and resources to 

support the wellbeing and resilience of kids across 
PPRR, including these webinars.

www.aracy.org.au/the-nest-in-action/resources/thriving-kids-in-disasters
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Hand over to Canice and Belle



CLIMATE CHANGE & 

MENTAL HEALTH

Canice Curtis (he/him) – Senior Practice Lead, Wesley Mission QLD Mental Health 
Services

Belle Harman (she/her) – Research Assistant and Young Person



What we will cover

1. Why we embarked on this project

2. Our own initial micro-study findings

3. How we are centring the voices of children and 

young people

4. Current status of project



How much of a concern is this?

Orygen/Mission 
Australia 2022 & 
2023

Yourtown 2022 

1 in 2 wants focussed 
action to protect 
environment 

Hickman et al 
2021

WMQ MHS micro study 2023

67% concerned about 
climate change.

51% identified 
climate/environment as 
most important issue in 
their life. 

AIDR 2022 

78% concerned about 
climate change

A survey of 10,000 
people found 80% were 
worried about climate 
change, and more than 
45% reported that their 
feelings affected their 
day-to-day functioning. 

74% of young people  were 
concerned about climate 
change.

Only 10% of staff thought it 
was an issue for young 
people. 

Why we embarked on this project…data and LLE Perspectives



How we are centring the voices of children and young people: 



What We have done so far

1. Engage: literature review, annotated bibliography, focus groups, 1-1 interviews, engaging family 
and friends, exploring what has already been done/is being done in the sector.

2. Evaluate: working group established, themes emerging

3. Explore: brainstorming with working group, re-engaging our service users. 



CLIMATE CHANGE & 

MENTAL HEALTH
Canice Curtis (he/him) – Senior Practice Lead, Wesley Mission QLD Mental Health 

Services

Belle Harman (she/her) – Research Assistant and Young Person

Contact: ccurtis@wmq.org.au

Thanks for listening! 

Questions/Reflections?

mailto:ccurtis@wmq.org.au


Q & A



Hand over to Briony























Q & A



Wrap up & 
Feedback

We’d love to hear about some of the ideas this webinar has 

given you for supporting children and young people’s 

wellbeing and resilience in the disaster management settings 

you operate in.

Look out for our second webinar on 23rd October. We’ll be 

taking a deeper dive into supporting infants, children and 

young people’s mental health and wellbeing in disaster 

settings.

Details to follow shortly!



Contact us:

https://twitter.com/TQKPartnership

https://linkedin.com/company/thriving-queensland-kids-partnership

Thriving Kids in Disasters Project:

Anita Egginton

Anita.Egginton@aracy.org.au 

Jacinta Perry

Jacinta.Perry@aracy.org.au

Would you like to know more about TKiD?

Sign up to the TQKP newsletter - 

https://share.hsforms.com/1nOoblL2PRpic2j3NPGVc7Qdttf3 

mailto:Anita.Egginton@aracy.org.au
mailto:Jacinta.perry@aracy.org.au
https://share.hsforms.com/1nOoblL2PRpic2j3NPGVc7Qdttf3
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